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THE PORTLAND EXPERIENCE

DEVELOPMENT ORIENTED STREETCARS
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PORTLAND EARLY 1900õs

REVIVING A TRADITION
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DEVELOPMENT ORIENTED STREETCAR IN THE 

21
ST

CENTURY
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CONCEPT PLAN

ÅLINKS RIVER 

DISTRICT AND 

NEW  SOUTH 

WATERFRONT 

DEVELOPMENT 

AREA
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PORTLAND STREETCAR

Å4.0 mile line, built in phases (2001 ð2007).

Å$103 million cost.

ÅModern low floor cars.

ÅIn -street operation.

ÅProperty owners paid 20% of cost.



Portland Streetcar

CONNECTING PORTLANDõS NEIGHBORHOODSCONNECTING PORTLANDõS NEIGHBORHOODS

OPERATING FUNDS

TriMet $ 3.0 Million

City of Portland 

Meters/Tax Credits $ 1.8 Mill ion 

Business Energy Tax Credits $ .5 Mill ion

Portland Streetcar, Inc. $ .3 Mill ion

TOTAL $ 5.6 Million
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CAPITAL FINANCING SOURCES

4.0 MILES DOUBLE TRACK

City of Portland $ 34.1 Million

State of Oregon $ 2.1 Mill ion

Federal Funds $ 7.0 Mill ion

Tax Increment Funds $ 21.5 Mill ion

Local Improvement Districts $   19.4 Mill ion

System Development Charges $   2.5 Million

Regional Transportation Funds $ 10.0 Mill ion

Misc. (City) $ 6.6 Million

TOTAL $ 103.2 Million
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PORTLAND STREETCAR RESULTS

Å$3.5 billion in private investment.

Å12,000 riders per day.

Å10,000 new housing units.

ÅThis housing in high density reduces by 70 

million the annual vehicle miles traveled in 

the region.
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Development Activity 

within the           

Portland Streetcar Local 

Improvement District.

April 2008
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1 2

3 4 5

CONSTRUCTION

KEEP IT SIMPLE
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IN STREET OPERATIONS
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PURCHASED INEKON -SKODA VEHICLE 

CZECH REPUBLIC
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UNITED STREETCAR

Å$3.6 Million

ÅDelivered May 

2009

ÅFunded by  

Federal Transit 

Administration
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FTA FUNDS US BASED PROPULSION 

AND WIRELESS OPTION

Å$3.0 Million with 

$2.4 Million FTA

ÅInstalls US Based 

Propulsion System

ÅDesigns Vehicle for 

Wireless Option
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PROMOTE 

HIGH DENSITY

Å Market uncertainty 

for condos

Å Density required with 

streetcar investment
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PORTLAND STREETCAR

Density of Development


